Exemption from registering as a public charity®

The following types of charitable organizations may file an application for registration exemption if their
fundraising activities are not conducted by professional fundraisers: (a) organizations that solicit only from
members; (b) veterans’ organizations with a congressional charter; and (c) the State and political subdivisions
that are subject to the Freedom of Information Act. The following types of charitable organizations may file an
application for registration exemption regardless if their fundraising activities are conducted by professional

fundraisers: (a) public school districts and public schools; and (b) organizations that solicit less than $7,500.00
per year

A charitable organization claiming exemption must file an annual application with the Division of Public
Charities. There is no filing fee for the application for exemption. Exempt charitable organizations do not have
to file annual financial reports with the Division of Public Charities.
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6 S.C. House of Representatives, House Legislative Oversight Committee, “Agency Presentation — Charities and Trademarks (October
28, 2019),” under “Committee Postings and Reports,” under “House Legislative Oversight Committee,” under “Secretary of State,
Office of the,” and under “Meetings,”
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/Committeelnfo/HouseL egislativeOversightCommittee/ AgencyWebpages/SecretaryofState/SoS%20pres

entation%20-%20Charities%20and%20Trademarks%20(10.28.19).pdf (accessed November 27, 2019), slide 18-20. Hereinafter
“Charities Presentation.”
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